The effect of the pyrrolizidine alkaloid integerrimine on the chromosomes of mouse bone marrow cells.
In an investigation of the action of integerrimine on chromosomes, the bone marrow was taken as target organ. Male and female mice of the C57Bl/6 strain received a single acute dose of this pyrrolizidine alkaloid, in 2 concentrations: 18.75 and 37.50 mg/kg. Bone marrow cells were collected 6, 12 and 24 h after treatment. The analysis of metaphasic chromosomes demonstrated that chromosomal damage occurs, correlated with drug concentration. The greatest frequency of chromosomal aberrations was detected 12 h after treatment.